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TO THE 
Moſt Reverend Father in God, 


Ricnard Lord ARenBgTSHOP 


O F 
My LORD, 
Hawe made humbly: bold to fix your 
Name before theſe Sermons , not to en- 
title your Grace to any the weakneſs 
that may have eſcaped therein ( in ſome 
kind the inſeparable attendant of humane 
frailty : ) but to teſtifie the reſpe&# and duty 
nnder which 1 ftand obliged, which is de- 
ſerwedly yours. Beſides, the tender of them 
may ſeem, in point of right,firſily to belong un- 
to your Grace, being Preached (and by ap- 
pointment) at your Metropolitical Viſitation. 
The favourable acceptance of them from the 
Pulpit , giving hope of no leſs candid enter- 
tainment from the Preſs,is one main motive to 


A 3 make 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

make them publick,  Ferhgps there may. be 
that in them, which may conduce not ontely 
to the advantage his Churches Sons in their 
Ettabliſhments ; but to the conviction of 0+ 
thers, who through weakneſs, or perwerſneſs 
may be gone aftray, and have left the fold ; aud 
fo become. inſtrumental for their orderly. rt+ 
duction. Upon theſe accounts I was not un- 
willing to ca them upon the waters. Such as 
they are;”[ here bumbly preſent them 40 your 
Grace, as:@ real teftimony$1hat I am \: 


My L OR D, 
oy Tour Graces moſt faithful ſervant, 
++» - Sera Busngr. 


| FOrF | | - (@« od \! 
Cx 
=_ 


£ 63 4+ CIRC OE HEE OTLN 


* o) 4 [ k P 44 '* 6). þ 


. "SF | * s a 
_ 
- 
, 
. : 
=_ 


Warning - Piece 


FOR THE” 
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| E _—_ 5. T4. 
W arn them that are EF 


Prof Pap He Doftribe ofthe Church hath i inno 

SY DR) ape been ſo 2 plain; but there 
> ariſe &: nor the pale of 
Diſciplioe: {o & and good, but 
> there have ome Schiſms. The 
* 'purity'of its ine has not ſecured 
wabianne ſpirits from being tainted with ſoul-de- 
ſtroying errors : neither has the excellency of its 
Diſcipline preſerved tumorous members from go 
beyond the due bounds of the body. As my x Cor.11, 19, 
be 'herefies 5, ſo there will be ſuch who ſeparate thems- yuq, iy, 


felves, ſenſual, having nos the ſpirit. 


Now | 
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Now as Hereſie is a renting from the Head ; fo is 
Schiſm a dividing from the Bydy, Hereſie does not 
hold the Head 3 and Schitm will nor keep to the 
Body. There may be Schifca without Hereſte ; but 
never Hereſie without a Schiſm. Wow both thefe, 
as they are evil in their nature, ſo they are pernici- 
ous to the Church in their iſſue. For in that body, 
whoſe ſtrength and beauty does conſiſt inthe unity 
and order at it, by the unhappy means of thefetwo 
fatal! filters, the unity 1s drflotved, and the order 
confaſedz aud (a its beauty's blemiſhed, and ſtrength 
impaired. | 

The orderly peace of the Church is to he prayed 


Plat. 122.6, for, and prefer'd before all outward mercies. Now 


ond 137.6, 


the ſtreſs thereoffeems to reſt upon the two Pillars 
of unity and verity : which Hereſie and Schiſm not 
only undermine, but openly endeavour the ſubver- 
fion of; Herefieftrikes at verityz and Schifm would 
diffolve its unity 3 that fo the Church's peace might 
be broken, and confuſion and every evil work might 
follow. | 

It ſhould be the deſign therefore as well, as 'tis the 
duty of every true Son, ta eadeavour the prefer- 
vatian of their Mother. *Tis no le their intereſt, 
than thetr honour, to watch on her behalf, and to 
ſeek her ſafety, and fecurement, not only againſt the 
onſets of the profeſled enemy 3 but the corroftons 
of thoſe vipers, that would goaw in pieces her 1n- 
teſtines : that the bowels of their Mother may not 
be fretted by the worms of faction, nor her members 
diftorted by the rack of Schiſm. . And as the true 
Sons of $70n bear upon their hearts this filial reſpect 
and duty to her, that bare them ; ſo this care is not 
only commended to, but commanded them by the 
Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle in the words of the Text. nz. Serie 755 
eroduTtz;, Warn them that are unruly. 

1 ſhall trouble you no further with the coherence 
of the words, than to tell you, that they are ranked 
amongſt, and ſumm'd up with divers Apoſtolical 
precepts given by the Holy Ghoſt, to be referr'd to 
Chriſtian Practice. 

The words expreſs a duty, wherein there is 

1. An At enjoyned. Warn. - 

2. The ſubject, or perſons about which this At 

15 to be converſant, viz. the unruly. 
Warn them, that are unruly. 

The word &rT&duTss rendred here wry, as uſed in 
Seripture,is expreſs'd often by diſorderly. So 2 Thell. 
3.6, Now we'command you, brethren, that ye with- 
draw your ſelves from every brother (Tout; mee ome 
TsvTos) that walketh diſorderly. So Verl.7. SK Toure 
oz Cy viiv. We behaved not our ſelves diſorderly 
among you. So Verl. 11. We hear that there are ſome 
(oT&T me meTEVTAS) which walk, among you diſ- 
orderly. 

'aTduTSs; qu, T5s mxpgy TW Tow, TW Und Ots 
ce toKl oy medforrag. ut factunt preter ordinewm 2 
Deo conſtitutum : So the Schol. has it. Thoſe are unruly 
which go aſide, or beyond that order, that God hath li- 
mited, and appointed for them. 

For the word ys.Sr7&7e, 'tis emphatical, and im- 
ports not barely a giving warning 3 but ſo to warn, 
as to preſs it home, and toput 7t into the wind. The 
word uſed by the Apoſtle which is rendred admori- 
tion, Eph.6.4. 1s the fame with this, and (as Hewmrir- 
2ius upon that place explains it) talezr in genere ad- 
monitionem notat, qua alicui veluti in animans ponas 
ac 


re th I" 


Prov,21.,2, 
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ar ingeras quid fan opus eft. So the Apoſtle prefs'd 
upon the Epheſgqns, and brought (as much as in him 
lay) his warning home. Ad. 20.31. 7 ceaſed not 
(laith he) vsSwrav ive thagy, to warn every one night 
end day with tears, So that 

Obſerv. The diſordered and unruly are to be warned. 

Warning is ſo to be given them, «s to put it int- 
to their minds. 

Herein 1. Of the Subject, or Perſons. 

2. Of the Act, or Duty. 

1. We areto enquire about the Subje&t or Per- 
ſons, who theſe urruly are, Is not every way of man 
right in his own eger? Who follows not a rule? 
Fhe moſt enormous indeed that ate, gather ſome 


Salvo to their thoughts, leſt their hearts ſhould cox- 


demn them thinking either that they are regular ; 
or not ſo chargeable with irregularity,as ſome would 
ſeem to makethem; for that they imagine the rule 
to have ſuch a latitude, as may admit of their tran(> 
ogreſſiogs upon ſome indifferent compenſation. Now 
todete@ the nature of #zr«lineſ;, and toſhew you 
who they are, that juſtly fall under this charge ; 
we (hall reduce them to theſe following parti- 
culars. 


Firſt, ſuch are #»ruly, who: obey wot the Goſpel of 
our Lord Chriſt, nor receive the wholeſome truths 
thereof. This Dodtrine firſtly laid down in Scri- 

ture is capitulated inthe Articles of Religion, and 
iſtin&tly reduced to Heads into the Doctrine of the 
Church. Now what Article of Religion is there, 
but it has been impinged by fame or ather in the bo- 
form. of the Church > Thexe's no Dodrine fo certain- 


ly 
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ly and ſurely laid down in Holy Scripture, which 
hath not been impugned by men of corrupt minds, 
and reprobate concerning the faith. It might be 
ſhewed by an enumeration of particulars, that all 
the dodtrinal Articles of Religion have been ſtruck 
at by ſome or other. Some diſputing one Article, 
others contradicting a ſecond , ſome denying a 
third. So that from the 4/pha of mans Creation to 
the 0Oeegeof the eternal judgement; with all the 
intervening paſlages of mans Fall, Redemption,and 
Reſurrection, there's no Doctrine (though other- 
wiſe never ſo plain and evident ) but has met with 
oppolition. Surely choſe mult needs be x-rnl, 
whom the Dodrine of our Saviour cannot rule. 
How can they be acquitted from the juſt charge of 
rebellion, who refuſeto be governed by Chriſt's 
Scepter ? or from the guilt of diſorder, who will 
not be ordered by his Law? The Apoſtle hints 
ſome ſuch to ſtep into the place of Teachers, who r Tim. 6.3, 
conſent not to wholeſome words, even the words of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrilt, and the doitrine which is accord- 
ing to Godlintſs 5 but teach otherwiſe. And ſome 
ſuch he hints to be hearers too, The time will come 
when they will not endure ſound doGrine, but after 2Tim.4.y; 
their own luſts ſhall they heap to themſelves teachers, 


having itching ears. 


Secondly, thoſe fall under this charge, who will 2. 
not ſubmit themſelves to the Godly Diſcipline of 
the Church. The Church is compared in Scripture 
to a City compat together ; to an army with banners; Plat. 122.4, * 


to 4 garden encloſed; a ſpring ſhut up; a f pnone Cant.6.4, 


ſealed; to an orchard <4 "NY 3 4 vinejard fenced; ——— 


F#Cce 
ſheep 


6 A Warning-piece for the Unruly. 
Job. 10.16, Sheep folded, and the like. Now look what Go- 
veroment is to a City, Diſcipline to an Army, a 
Cloſure to a Garden, a Door to a Spring, a Seal to 
a Fountain, a Wall to an Orchard, a Fence to a 
Vineyard, a Fold to the Flock,fuch is Diſcipline to 
the Chyrch of God. Itis a preſervative againſt 
ruine and xapine;z and keeps the humble members 
thereof within their due bounds in ſafety. When the 
hedge of Diſcipline 1s broken down,then all that go 
Pſa!.30.12. by the way do pluck, her; and there's occaſion given 
for her luxuriant members to ſtray abroad. But 
when the Fence of Diſcipline is well made up, and 
yet perſons will not be kept within the Churches 
pale, what other account can be given of them , 
than as #zruly 2 When they turn aſide from the foot- 
eps of the flock, and will not feed their kids beſides 
—_—_—_ 17 wht tents, but —— break the Fold, 
or wantonly leap over the Wall, and pick out a 
Paſture of their own choice, as they expoſe them- 
ſelves to the greateſt danger, ſo they are the or- 
Dam convent» Calion Of no ſmall diſordes. We have too many 
cal ſibi drver- ſugh (tis to be feared) in theſe our days, who. are 
ſa conflirun"t» 16d more by. a ſelfiſh bumour, than a ruling judge- 
__ cighom ment 3 by a floating fancie , than ſohd reaſon : 
reliquerunt- , Who rather chuſe to indulge a. fattious. and ſe}f-e- 
-—- "of "" ſpouſed intereſt, than to give up themſelves to the 
ſober condudt of humble Chriſtian Principles, 
x:4. xc. And:theſe would ſubmit to norule, but their own ; 
firm cooſiftens, would ownno Ditciphne but of their own framing : 
cms $* And they cannot well tell what that is, or would 
men Chriſti fa- be neither 3 but probably as multifarious in its 
crens, inter ad- (hape,..as there are perſons or intereſts to promote 
—G. it. We may look. upon moſt of theſe -out-(trays, 
Ep."6. | as 
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as led more by the (pirit of contradiction, temper- 
ed with the two ingredients of pride , and felf- 
conceit, than by any other principle : and we ſhall : | 
hope that a little time (through Gods mercy) will —_—— 
, produce more wiſdom inthem, and that they will «; correptio , 
account, as well the Churches Diſcipline, the means yo, _ 
of their ſafety , as her Duttrine, of their Salva- — wk 
tion. us, libe4. 6:62. 


Thirdly , thoſe juſtly fall under this charge, who 3. 
obey not. the good and wholeſome Laws of Magi- 
ftrates. Magittracie is Gods Ordinance,to which we 
are enjoyned ſubjeftion mot only for wrath, but for Ron. 14.5. 
eonſcience ſake, And the good and wholeſome 
Laws, they make, are to be obey'd :' theretn we 
yield obedience 'to God himſelf, whoſe Vice-ge- 
rents they are upon the earth. Now to reliſt theſe, 
ts to reſiſt the Ordinance of God: and to deny 
obedience to their wholeſome Laws, as it arrives at 
an high pitch of wnrxlizeſs, lo of danger too; for 
- the Apoſtle tells us, that they tht reſi ſhall re- Rom. 13. 2. 
cerve to thembſe ves damnation. 

When the Magiſtrate by his known and nod 
Laws does command this to be done, and forbids 
the other , and your courſe is'croſs to his com- 
mands , how can you. acquit yourſelves from the 
guilt of unrulineſs, and of the fin of impinging a- 
- gainſt Gods Ordinance in the fifth Command- 
ment 2 Do you not in effect ſay, (for mens actions 
are the ſureſt exprefitons of their minds) whatever 
your pretexts may be,that you will not have this man yuh. 1g.u- 
to rule over you? The Apoſtolical command is to 
ſubmit our ſelves to every ordinance of man for the , pe... 

Lords 


\Tit,3- | 


;s Pet 2.17, 


e Pet,2.10, 
13, 


4+ 
Gal.6.16, 
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'Lords ſake. And to be jubje@ to principalities,and 


powers, to obry Magiſtrates, t9 be ready to every good 
work: as if obedience to Magiſtrates were the firſt 
of, and a preparatory to all good works. Fear, 
as God's due, and honeur, as the Kings, are, by the 
Apoſtle, joyned together. How fondly conceited 
may thoſe then be deem'd to be, who pretend to 
Gods fear with the Kings difhonour, I mean diſobe- 
dicnce to his known and wholeſome Laws? For as 
there is no ſurer demonſtration of a reverential re- 
ſpe to the Authority over us, than by a humble 
ſubjecrion to their good Laws : ſo there 1s no greater 
Argument of a dilhonourable eſteem towards our 
Superiours, than by a capricious contradicing their 
con{titutions, 
Oh then, as you tender the glory of God, the 
uiet of your own eſtates, the welfare of your 
Guts, the honour of the Chriſtian Profeflion, and 
the excellencie of its order, take lized you be not 
preſumptuons, or ſelf-willed, to deſpiſe government, or 
ſpeak evil of dignities, leſs you utterly periſh im your 


own corruption. 


Fourthly, thoſe are #xr»ly, whoſe converſations 
are not ordered according to the rule of the new 
man. Irregularity in the Converſe juſtly chargeth 
the Converſer with x»r»/izeſs. He whoſe life is 
difſolute and inordinate cannot be ſaid to live by 
rule, to wit, that rule , the careleſs negle& and 
breach whereof, in the Apoſtle's ſence, denomis« 
nates a man «-ruly. The Precepts of the Lord Chriſt 
do ſet before us a rule of Holineſs, ſo does his 
practice too, in whom we have a moſt perfe@ pat- 

tern, 
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tern, and exemplar of all righteouſneſs. He told 
St. John Baptiſt, that it became him to fulfi! [TR%ory 
Stxoeioo tr | all righteouſneſs : whatever had a lhew, 
or appearance of goodnels;z So Grotins, vox hec 
Sxceroo try latifſume ſumitur, ita ut ſtgnificet now mood 
Td vduor, ſed & quicquid ullam equi atque boni habet 
rationem, In him we may learn our duty towards 
God, our way with men, and our demeanour in 
reference to our ſelves. His Precepts are full, and. 
ſo is his Pattern too : for as Bloſus well hath it, _ Blof. 
Etiamſ; codices omnes,qui toto orbe habentur,interci- > ary, - 
difſent:vita &+ paſſio Chriſti abunde Chriſtienis omni- : 
bus ſuſficeret, ad virtutem omnem,O veritatem perdi- 
ſcendam.Now they who will not attendto the voice 
of Chriſt, by his Precepts teaching Holineſs ; norto 
the way of Chriſt,by his Pattern leading to itzwhat 
elſe can be faid of them,than that they are #nruly £ 
Of theſe on to be feared) there are too many, 
and this charge does juſtly reach ſume, both Prieft 
aud People, 


And herein firſt,the charge is againſt thoſe, who 1. 
pretend to the Prieſthood , and are not duely 
called. Theſe are intruders into that Sacred Of- 
fice : and invade thoſe bounds, which-they ought 
not to come within, J##hbat have ſuch to do to de- Pſal.c0.16. 
clare God: ſtatutes, or Minilterially to take his Cove- 
nent in their months 2 .lecing the word of reconci- 2 Cor.s.19. 
liation was never committed to them. Such climb 
up over the wall into the fheepfold,& enter not by the 
door. That order and polity which God hath ſer 
in his Church, theſe (what im them lies) are the 


ſubverters of How preſumptuoully ſelf-confident 
are 


Joh. 10. It. 


2 Cor.2.16. 
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are theſe men, who dare to adventure upon thoſe 
things with ſuch unadviſcd rafhneſs, for which the 
bletled Apoſtle apprehended in Mortals ſuch an 
imſuttciency, and upon a ſober and mature conſ1- 
deration crys out, Who is ſufficient for theſe things e 
#Tis not gitts will authorize a perſon to ſtep up in- 
© Moſes chair: neither becaule he's excellently 


_ qualitied with tongues and knowledge, is he there- 


tore a Minilter of Chriit. Theſe may perhaps puff 
up. and make a man (well, fo as to appear ſome- 
thing in his own eyes, yea, and 1n the eyes of 0- 
thers too3;. but he travails with froth and wind , 
and brings forth vanity, who upon this ground 
dares to approach Gods Altar. Methinks , this 
piece of wnrulineſs and enormity in the Church of 


God might be reprelſed and regulated by the . 
countermands of ſobriety, modeſty, humility, and 


ſelf-denyal, and other the like Chriſtian graces, 
were ſuch giftzd men but ſubjects of them : but if 
theſe be not ( as'tis to be feared ſuch ſpirits are too 
empty of ſoul —— graces) yct ſurcly the fad 
inſtances. upon record of perſons uſurping the 
Prieſtly Office, and the fatal iſſues thereupon, 
ſhould not only awaken, but ſo terrifie, as to re- 
duce all ſach pretenders.and aftright them from the 
like uſurpations for the future 3 when 'tis conſide- 
red how God dealt with Korah and his complices, 
for riling up againſt. /oſes, and againſt Aaroz, but 
chiefly their delign was to invade the Prieſthood : 


for this they did not die the common death of all 


Numb, 15, 10, 9107 © but the Lord made a new thing, and the earth 


20,31: 


opened her mouth, and ſwallowed them up, (align of 
ſoreand fad diſpleaſure.) So we read the men of 
Bethe 


hd 


Aay 
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Bethſhemeſh were ſmitten with a great ſlaughter, be- 1 gam.6.19. 
caule they had looked into the Ark, which was 
not for them, but only for the Prieſts and Levitecs 
to have intermedled about. The caſe of Uzzab 
may not be forgotten, who was ſmitten to. death 
by Gods immediate hand, becauſe he prt forth his , gam.s.6, 7: 
hand to hold the ark,, when the oxen ſhookit : Doubt- 
leſs his intent was good , to ſecure the Ark from 
harm, and to that purpoſe put forth a helping 
hand : but a good intention will not acquit from 
the guilt of error 3 when the aCt is croſs to Gods 
command , or the Agent not warranted by a due 
call unto it. And who dares draw nigh to the of- 
fice of Prieſthood without a Call, if the matter of 
Uzziah be conſidered ? 'Tis ſaid when be was , co, a5 
ſtrong, his heart was lifted up to his deſtruFions 11,18,19. 
Ambition tranſported him to invade the Prieſt- 
hood, for which fact the {ignal mark of Gods high 
diſpleaſure was notorious in his forehead, and he 
became a l/eper unto the day of his death, and4 dwelt 
- in @ ſeveral houſe, and was ſeparated from the ſo- 
ciety and communion of Gods people : and this 
in Scripture phraſe was accounted as deſtru@7o7, for 
ſo Menochins gloſleth, Lepra inſtar mortis erat, quia 
ab hominum conſuetudine, tanquam mortunm, ſepa- 
rat. Now all this, as it evidenceth Gods ſpecial 
care of the Prieſtly FunQtion , not ſuffering it to 
be polluted by common hands; ſo it ſhews his 
mindfulneſs of what he ſpake to Aaron, and to his 
ſons, Behold TI have given your prieſts office unto you, 
as 4 ſervice of gift : and the ſtranger that cometh 
niek ſhall be put to death. Numb. 18.7. 
Thoſe muſt needs be accounted irregular in their 
courles, 
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courſes, who walk croſs to Apoſtolical rules and 
prattice, Were not the Miniſters of Chriſt in the 
Primitive times ſeparated uuto the Goſpel of God £2 
Did not St. Paul put his hands upon Timothy 2 and 
did not he enjoyn Timothy carefulnels in the laying 
ox of his hands, and in the commitment of a Go- 
ſpel truſt to faithful mer, who ſhould be able to teach 
others alſo; that ſo there might be a good ſucceſ- 
fion 2 None were then to preach,. but thoſe that 
were ordained and ſent. No man took this honour 
unto himſelf, but he that was called of God, as Aaron 
was. God gave ſome Apoſtles : and ſome Prophets : 
and ſome Evangeliſis : and ſome Paſtors z, not all. 
And therefore to check (as't were) this ſpirit of 
giddineſs, and wmruly humour , the queſtion was 
fitly put by the Apoſtle, wiz. are all Apoſtles ? are 
all Prophets 2 are all Teachers Now from the firſt 
times to our days there has been a ſucceſſion down- 
wards, and the work of the Miniſtery has been 
committed to diſtin perſons, and they are and 
have been diſtinaly and ſeverally enjoyned ro wait 
upon their office. Therefore as to Ecclehaſtick Or- 
der, and the outward Polity of the Church, we 
may conclude that confuſion in Religign, will as 
certainly follow every mans turning*Frieſt or 
Preacher: as it will in that State, where every 
one affects to rule as Kize. 


Secondly, Thoſe alſo fall under this charge.who, 
though duely called into the Miniſterial Office, 
yet, do not order their converſation aright. Their 
owning the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Church, 
and acknowledging obedience to their Supetiours 
will 
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will not acquit them from this charge, if there be 
enormity tn their lives. The meſſengers of Chriſt 
are to be exemplary unto others i word, in con- 
verſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity: 
and their /ight ſhould in an eſpecial manner fo 
ſbine before men,that they may ſee their good works. 
The examples of ſome are greatly influential, and 
their influence if bad of a molt prejudicial na- 
ture. Perſons eminent in Church or State, if of 
ſcandalous and evil lives, do not only prejudice 
themſelves by irregular courſes 3 but are occaſions 
of harm to others by their evil condud : which as 
it renders their ſin more hainous, ſo doubtleſs 
their puniſhment will be proportionate, when it 
falls; as having a juſt God to deal withal, before 
whom as they muſt give up their account, fo 
from him they mult receive their pay. 

How does it therefore concern leaders to look 
about them, and to ſet a watch upon their ways ? 
with what diligence ſhould they mark their (teps, 
leſt they ſhould lay a ſtumbling block before o- 
thers > Now the Miniſters of Chriſt above all o- 
thers do lye under ſpecial obligations, to take heed 


to their ways, The Lord hath brought thers near Numb. 16. 10. 


13 


1 Tim.4.12+ 


Mat.s.16. 


unto himſelf 5 and ordained them that they ſhould Joh.15.16. 


bring forth fruit. They are the ſzlt of the earth 5 Mat.s.13, 14. 


the light of the world ;, a city ſet on a hill: They pzk.34,9. 
are called God's watchmen ; Chriſt's ſhepherds; the 1Pet.s.2. 
holy Ghoſt's overſeers, and the like, Now theſe ti- 38-29-28. 


tles as they point at their honour and office, fo 
they expreſs their perſonal and relative duties, IF 


kolineſs becometh Gods houſe, then ſurely it becomes Plal. 92.9" +. 


thoſe, who are taken near unto him in his houſe. 
C 2 Their 
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Phil.2.1 K 


Rom.2.21,. 


2 Pet. 5.3. 
Mat. $.13+ 


Ia. 25.4. 
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Their lives as well as dodtrine are to be fruit-bear- 
ing. They are to ſeaſon by-rheir gracious lives, as 
well as lighten others by their radiant dodtrines. 
To watch, feed, and overſee the flock of God are 
works of ſuch a nature, as to the execution of 
them, there's neceſlarily required temperance , 
judgement, and ſobriety. Thus to ſhine in the 
mids of a crooked and perverſe nation, holding forth 
#he word of life, is the undoubted duty of every 
Miniſter of the Goſpel. But now when he that 
teacheth another, _ not himelf, but ſets a bad 
example before the flock, is he not irregular 2 The 
ſals that hath loſt bzs favour (our Saviour tells us) 
is good for nothing, but to be troden under foot of 
men. And no way fo direct to the loſing of all 
favour, both of the truth in a mans own heart.and 
of eſteem and reliſh with good men; as is looſneſs 
and ſcandal in the nevonrel ont I know the livid 
Viper envy is ftill alive, and none can ſo converſe 
as utterly to exempt himſelf from all the darts of 
calumny caſt by the tongues, and pens of perverſe 
and ungodly men : but (my brethren) let's give 
no occaſion for theſe to (tick, but let our inno- 
cence blunt the edge of malice , ſo as the blaſt of 
our reproachers may be but as a ftorm againſt the 
wal}, But fad it is that the Miniſters of Chriſt 
ſhould lay themſelves naked by their looſneſs to 
the juſt retorſions of the wicked : that what they 
reprove in others,as matter of blame, ſhould be re- 
charged upon themſelves. Txrpe eft doFori cum 
culpa redarguit. 

'Tis for a lamentation to ſee gravity in the Pul- 
pit countercheck'd by wantonneſs in the Market- 
place ; 
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place: and the weightineſs of Sermons fly away 
1a the lightneſs of behaviour : and the luſtre of 
ſound Doctrine blemiſhed with the ſpots of a ſul- 
lied life ! The affectionate expretſions of the A- 
poltle, with tears in his eyes, to the Philippians, 
concerning #-ruly walkers,ſhould by ſuch be again, 


and again remembred, They are (faith he) exemes Phil.3.13.19, 


to the croſs of Chriſt, whoſe end is deſtruFion, whoſe 
god is their belly, and whoſe glory is in their ſhame. 
And that ſharp correption of the holy Ghoſt, gi- 
ven to ſuch (which ſometimes happened to be 0- 
rigen's fit text, then with great trouble upon his 
mind) ſhould not be forgotten, viz. What haſt thou 
to do to declare my ſtatutes, or that thou ſhouldeſt 
take my covenant in thy mouth 2 ſeeing thou hateſt 
inſtrutiou, and caſteth my words behind thee, 
Plal.50.15,17. 

Therefore, a word to you, my brethren; fct a: 
watch over your feet, as well as over your lips. 
Study to ſhew the power of godlineſs in your /zves, 
as well as the flower of eloquence 1n your lines. 
Tox are not without your obſervers : And as there 
are ſome, who dopray for you, and would willing- 
ly, and areready to draw a charitable veil over 
your 1nfirmities;z ſo there are many {quint eyes 


upon you, that watch for your halting : magnitying xe 29,20, 


eyes that turn motes into beams: curled eyes of 


| Cham's kind, which glory in the ſhame of others, 


and are pleaſed moſt with your nakednels , as 


a delightful objet. Therefore do you endea- 


vour to cut off occaſion from them , which des 2 Cor.1 1.1%, 
fire occaſton ; that when you rebuke the »- 


rulineſs and diſorder that 1s in others, you 
Your 


GEACEE. ana £5. 
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your felves may not be judged as tranſgreſ: 
tors. 


Thirdly, This charge doth juſtly reach moſt of 
people. Who fees not how irregular the lives of men 
now are? Moſt are not only ſtrangers to Holineſs, 
and the Paths of Piety : but have grven theni- 
{elves over to work all uncleanneſ! __ greedineſs, 
Fhe fins that now abound are of a cri#2Jox colour, 
and ſtarlet hue:They over-paſs the deeds of the wicked, 
It may be faid of our times, as it was of Judah in 
the days of Jeremiah, chap. 17. I. The ſin of Judah 
is written with a pen of iron, and with the point of 
a diamond, it is graven upon the table of their heart, 
and upon the horns of their altars : or as of thoſe 
in Ezekiel's days, chap.9.9. The iniquity of the houſe 
of Iſrael and fuda is exceeding great the land is full of 
blood,and the city full of perverſneſs : for they ſay the 
Lord hath forſakex the earth, and the Lord ſeeth not. 
Do not men live now.as if-there were no law to re- 
gulate, no God to judge,no heaven toreward, nor 
hell to puniſh? as it fin were a privilege,and wick- 
edneſs their proper work ? As if our natural pra- 
vity were not enough to render us miſerable, but 
we muſt make our ſelves ten times more the chil- 
dren of wrath, by the witting and willing: choice 
of many great and abominable ſins, and the aCtual 
commitment of them. The enormities that now 
abound, notwithſtanding the good Laws of God 
and man, beſpeak an #zru/y age. What age ſo o-_ 
verflowing as this of ours, with the ſins of drunken- 
neſs, ſwearing, uncleannefs, revelling, and allman- 
ner of debaucheries; with pride, malice, oppreſ- 
lion, 
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ſion, covetouſneſs 3 with:envy, blaſphemy, fab- 
bath-breaking, aad all ſort of profanations , and 
contempt of God's Ordinances? And whereas 
formerly fin hath ſought a covering , and the 
works of the wicked have been i the dark : they Ia.zy. 15. 
that were drunken, were drunken in the night. Now * Thel. 5.7 
theſe helliſh atts are naked, and deſtru@ion hath 

no covering, We may jultly tear a ſcourge to come 

for theſe crying crimes. Shall not T viſit for theſe Jer,s.29, 
—_— the Lord ? Shall not my ſoul be avenged 

on ſuch a nation as this £ What wondertul and 

horrible thing was committed in the land of 1/rae!, 

which is not to be found among(t us 3 and ours at- 

tended with ſuch aggravations, as the fins of 7/rael 

were not capable of 2 What, are they puniſhed, 

and ſhall we think to eſcape? Did the rod and ven- 

geance meet with 7/rael, and will not ovr ir: find us Numb.34.23. 
out £ The things which happened unto them (ſaith 

the Apoſtle)were for exſamples, and they are writ- 

ten for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the « Cor.10.11, 
world are come. I \kall not take up time further 

to evince how ruleleſs, [awieſs, and controllejs the 

Iives of men now are : 'Tis{o obvious, that there's 

no place for a plea, no room for excuſe, *Tis a- 

gainſt all light, all rule both of Nature and Grace, 

of Law and Goſpel. Sad it 1s that theſe tares mat. 1;, 25. 
ſhould be the fruits of that Goſpel-ſeed, which fo 

long hath been ſawen amongſt us ; that we ſhould ner. 42.5. 
thus requite the Lord,” for the ample expence of 

Grace and Love which he hath been at about us. 

Well may the Lord take up a grievous com- 

plaint again(t us : Hoſue mihi frutus * Now 

oh that ſuch, whoſe lives are thus repugnant 

to 


Rom.s 23. 


Jer. 31.19% 
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toall good rule and order, would. but ferioutly 
conſ1der their deformity, with the impendent dan- 
ger; the ſhame to which they expole themſelves, 
and the diſhonour they caſt upon the name of 
God: and duely compare their fuid ſenſual luſts, 
with the future abiding wages ef 3 and fo ſee 
how tranſ1ent and frothy the one 1s, but how reme- 
dileſly laſting the other will be : for then as they 
could not but be convinced of their folly, ſoſure- 
ly they would not but turn their courſe; and with 
Ephraim , being thus turned, repent 5 and being 
thus warned, ſmite upon the thigh : and be aſhamed, 
yea, even confounded to bear the reproach of ſin upon 
them, 


Thus I have done with the former part, viz. 
the SubjeF propoſed, and therein the detection of 
the wrruly : the diſcovery of whole fin does im- 
plicitly couch a warning in it 3 in as much as where 
{in is opened, and particularly applyed , there 
alſo the perſons, whole ſin it is , are put in mind 
of their evil, that being warmed, they may flee 
from it. And to thit endis this diſcovery thus . 
fir made. 

I ſhould now go on with the latter part, viz. 
the a# or duty enjoyned : But the other bu- 
ſineſs of this day will not ſeafonably allow us 
any more time at preſent to lengthen our di- 
{courſe in. Rather therefore than too far to 
entrench upon your patience , and therein to 
retard the procedure of your further work, [ 
{hall here chuſe to put a period to this task, 
leaving the remainder to a following oppor- 
tunity., 
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tunity. Now to the eternal and glorious Trinity, Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt, be continually aſcribed 
glory, praiſe , power , -dominion and thankggiving , 
henceforth, and for evermore. Amer. 


Here ends the firſt Sermon. 
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I Theſl. 5. 14. 
Warnthem that are unruly. 


PRAPPAS He laſt day (you know) we made 

ICH O Op an entrance into, and ſome pro- 
Cf » greſs in theſe words, wherein 
there is 

1. An AG enjoyned. Wars. 

2. The ſubje&, or perſons about 
which this At is to be nies ant, viz. the 
unruly. 

And hence was obſerved 

That the unruly ere to be warned. 1 
We then treated about the ſubjet or pn 
who. 
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who theſe unruly are, or who they are, that are 
to be accounted {o. I need not now take up 
time to remind you of the particulars, and pro- 
cedure of the yeſterdays. diſcourſe in that reſpe&. 
And therefore having done with the inquiry into 
the ſubje& or perſons, viz. Who theſe unruly are ? 
We come now to the a or duty enjoyned, viz. 
they are to be warned. | 
Togive warning of ſin or danger, 'tis a charita- 
blework and duty. .. God himſelf does not pour 
out his wrath upon the wicked, but þe firſt warns 
\ Pet.2.s. {he wicked of his way. Noab was a preacher o 
| righteouſneſs to the old world; and his blows in the 
building of the Ark, were as ſo many warning- 
pieces diſcharged tothe ungodly : God had given 
Hcb.,rr,s, him warning, and.he as Gods meſlenger gave 
'" warning to theold World. So did Lot to Sodom, 
whole righteous ſoul in ſeeing and hearing was vex- 
2 Pet2.s, ed from day to day withtheir unlawful deeds. How 
| many warnings did God by Moſes give to Pharaoh, 
before the floodgates of the mighty waters were 0- 
pened on him? And how did the Prophets warz 
Iſrael before their captivity came ? Did- not -the 
Lord ſend unto them all his ſervants the & = wag , 
daily riſing up early, and ſending them 2 Though 
they zl! requited his love and kindneſs, For 5 4 

mocked the meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed his words, - 
2 Chron .« 4nd miſuſcd his Prophets, nntilthewrath of the Lord 
is, *' *** aroſe againſt his-people , till there was no remedy. 
And how affectionately was Feruſalezz warned by 
our Saviour Chriſt before 1ts final-* overthrow 2 
Luk, 1g, 4x, He beheld the city, and wept over it, {Ying thou 
£2, ' badſt known, even thon, at leaſt in this thy day, the 
things 
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25 


he have gathered her children together, as 4 hen doth 1.qx,11.11, 


gather her brood under her wings ; before their houſe 
was left unto them deſolate * The Lord gives it 1n 
ſpecial charge to the watchman of the houſe of 


Ijrael, to hear the word at his month , and warn Ezck.33. 8,9. 


them from him : further telling him, that no leſs 
than his ſox! , and the guilt of the ſinners blood 
upon it lyes at ſtake, if this duty be neglected, If 
he do not ſpeak to warn the wicked from his way , 
that wicked man ſha// dye in his iniquity, but his 
blood ſhall be required at the watchmans hand. Ne- 
vertheleſ(s if he warz the wicked of his way to turn 
from it; if he do not turn from his way , yet the 
Watchman hath delivered his own ſoul. 

Thus we ſee to give warning to the wnru- 
ly hath been Gods uſual way ; and here it is 
our commafided duty. Warn them that are un- 
ruly. 

Now we are to-enquire, how the wnruly are to be 
warned 2 And here we are toconlider, that warx- 
ing is to begiven not only generaly in the publick 
Miniſtery of the Word; where (in and (inners are 
tobe reproved ;; and particular ſins, and ſinners al- 
ſo are to be ſpoken to: though nominally we are 
not to fingle out the perſons. But more particu- 
larly where the irregularities of individuals 
( known to us ) do appear , there a more 
ſpecial , expreſs , and perſonal warning is re- 


quired, 


And! i are- particularly, and in a friend- 
Iy manner to be admoniſhed. Now this is to be 
done, 


Natih, 18.15, 
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done, privately, ſeaſonably, thoroughly, affe@ionately, 
in meekneſs, and without partidlity. 


Firſt, privately, a word whiſpered in the ear may 
ſo affect the heart, as gracioully to lead it captive : 
whereas a more open warning, which may expoſe 
to publick ſhame, by rendring notorious, what be- 
fore was hidden , -or conceived to be fo , does 
ſometimes harden the heart, and cauſe the ſ1nner 
{tubbornly to ſtart alide. Therefore 'tis wiſdom 
that our firſt addreſles in warning the unruly of his 
way be, ina friendly manner, private. This is the 


counſel of our Lord Chriſt, and the rule which he 


hath left in ſuch caſes unto his Church : +1f thy bro- 
ther (ſaith he )fhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell 
him kis fault between thee and him alove. Do 
it privately, make not others privy tay, and part- 
ners with thy diſcourſe. in. this reſpe@&#- Though 
the ſin be notorious, and known abroad, yet the 
tranſgreſlor may not know of its notoriety, and 
ſuſpects nothing leſs than that 1t 15 made publick, 
He may think that it's hidden from the eye of the 
World, as't was from the light of the day in the 
commillion of it: or as it veiled at leaſt from his 
own apprehenſion (for ſo does the deceitfulneſs 
of fin blindfold the finner.) Now if the firſt ad- 
drefs for warning have attendant witneſles, the 
tranſgreſlor (being thus accolted)will look upon it 
as a ſudden oulct; and will be fo tar from giving en- 
tertainment to you as his friends, that he will ſu- 
ſpe&t you as ſecret enemies combin'd to pick ad- 
vantagez or at leaſt as publiſhers of his ſhame 3 
and ſo (turning 2way from you ) become more 


hardned 
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hardened in his fin. Therefore, ſaith our Lord 
Chriſt, ell him his fault between thee and him a- 
lone. Do this office of love to thy brother, when 
thou and he ſhall be alowe. Such Private moni- 
tions may fink deep into the heart, and become 
matter of ſerious meditation : which if he fhall ſo 
hear thee, will be the gaining of thy brother. 


Secondly, Seaſonably; opportunity is the wing 
of ation. That work which goes flowly forward 
at other times, in an opportune ſeaſon goes freely 
on : and thoſe Eſſays which prove abortive, being 
unſeaſonably begun, will iſſue to a good effect 
upon a fit occaſion. We are to wait the opportu- 
nity, and to take it by the forelock too, if we de- 
ſign the good ſucceſs of our endeavours. In ob- 
ſerving the opportunity, there will be a ſerving 
the Lord. ax\ivav mf nou will be Sanitav mf 


ue jw. Rom.12.11. A word fitly ſpoken is like apples pov. 25.u. 


of gold in piFures of ſilver, ſaith the wiſe man : 
Now the fitneſs of ſpeaking does not only lye 
( as Cartwright well obſerves) in the truth and 
goodneſs of the matter, or in the adequate adap- 
tion of the expreſſion to the conception z but in 
the choice ofa proper ſeaſon too, to utter our 
conceptions in : which is prudently to be ga- 
thered from circumſtantial conſiderations of time 
and place, together with a due poiſe of the matter 
that is before us, and the perſons with whom we 
have to do, their preſent ſtate and temper. Sertex- 


tia tum in ſe vera, concinna, & bona; tum obſerya- Cartwright is 
#ts locorum, temporum,C perſonarum cireumſtantijs la. 
E 


prolata. 


eumftantiis. 
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prolata. Now when there is an opportune occur- 

4 Verbum di- rence of theſe things then to ſpeak. 'tis a fit time 
wo my ot and (ſeaſon. A word o ſpoken is #pox its wheels, 
ror. Ar.Mont, and ſucceed: freely, and without obſtruction to- 
ED wards the accompliſhmeot of that, for which it is 
intended : forſo by - fome that place of the wiſe 

$:10:09; 2. Man hath been rendred. Thus to time a word is 
legamer 1ri- tO put it #por its wheels, Though all truths (till 
baumur rote. carry their glory with them , and we are to be 
_—_— inſtant about them. i ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon : yet 
quando ſcilices there is a double glory upon truths, when they are 
I __ ſeaſonably delivered. , And ſo. to warn the finner 
monem aurige from the error of his way 5 though it is at all times 
more , & rem- 00d. : yet ina fit ſeaſor 'tis molt effectual, Now 
pra objerv®- a wile mans heart diſcerneth both time aird judges 


8s debitis cir- 
ment, Ecclel. 8.5. 
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Thirdly, Thoroughly , the word vsStrfre notes. 

Gach a manner of monition, as whereby the duty 
enjoyned, or thing ſpoken about is prels'd home, 

- and put (as't were) into the mind. A formal per- 
fanQtory-admonition, as for the moſt part 'tis vain 

and fruitleſs,ſoit falls ſhort of the duty,that is bere 

enjoyn'd. Old Eli warned his ſons of their miſcar- 

riages, and:told them, that he heard of their evil 

» Sam, 2.23, dealing by all the people, and that they made the 
24. Lords people to tranſgreſs: and that their fins being 
more immediately againſt the Lord, there was 

none to extreet for thew. Thus far 'twas well in 

Eli; and\what he ſaid was right : but the wars- 

ing was not thorough and home, and improved to 


the uttermoſt. There was too.muach of a GEO 
in dul- 
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indulgence in it, evidenced ia thoſe ſoft words, 
Nay, my ſons : which argue cither fatherly atfedti- 
on to a linful exceſs : or elſe are the note of a {la- 
viſh'fear : for his children were ſons of Belial, they 
knew not the Lord, and therefore probably had 
no honourable reſpect for their Father, more than 
for any other man, if they were provoked. How- 
ever this ſoft ſuperficial warning is charged upon 
Eli as a grievous fin, and therein,as he is {aid,to ho- 
rour his ſons above God; {o for this his houſe 1s + Sam. 3.13, 
threatned to be judged for ever 3 and that the inj- 4 

ty thereof ſhall not be purged away ( a {ad warning 
[on all Parents, that love their children more than 
they hate their fin.) Warning that it may be ctic- 
Qual , it muſt be #horoxghly given and preſled 
home. You may remember how Nathan came to 
David : the parable ſeem'd to be at a great di- 
ſtance, (a proper way of addreſsto a perſonage of 
that grandeur ) and David (tood and heard it, as 
an unconcern'd man all the while,any further than 
only to paſs a righteous judgement: yet whea 
the ſpeechw as opened, how cloſely comes it home, 
it reacheth the very heart of David. That cloſe ,g,,.,. + 
Application, th0# art the #:ar, leaves no way to =3 
eſcape, but ſo blocks up all ſubterfuges , that it 
draws out, from David, an ingenuous confeſſion 
and acknowledgement of his fin, And david ſaid 
unto Nathan, T have ſinned againſt the Lord, How 
thoroughly home was the return of Elijah unto 4- 
habs raſh and injurious charge ? telling him, 7 have 
zot troubled Iſrael, but thou and thy Fathers houſe. 
So cloſely in like manner did the man of the ſons 
E 2 nt 
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of the Prophets come up to him, (though under 
a diſguiſe) and charged his fault upon him in let- 


1 King. 20.40, ting Benhedad eſcape: So as he paſled judgement 


upon himſelf,in his deciſſo of the parable. And the 


x King,21, 27, fike did Elijah, preſſing his guilt and judgement fo 


| Pet, A. 8, 


Jarn.5.20, 


Ex09.2.13, 


far home, as forc'd him into a courſe of humili- 
ation : he. rent his cloathes, and put ſackeloth upon 
his fleſh, and faſted, and lay in ſackcloth, and went 
ſoftly. Slight ſuperficial wernings are but of ſmall 
avail with an z-rzly temper; they return without 
effett. And therefore in giving warning do it 
thoroughly, ſo as it may take impreſſion upon the 
heart, and draw out the conſideration to it. The 
Preacher tells us, that the words of the wiſe are as 
goads, and nails faſtned by the m ers of aſſemblies, 
Eccleſ.12.1t. fe | 


Fourthly, AﬀeFionately 5 The unruly are affe@io- 
ately to be warned. As love will hide a multi- 
tude of ſins, under the candidneſs of its nature, 
m pafling by what's done amiſs, and clothing a- 
ctions with the beſt conftruftion 3 ſo it will hide 
a multitude of ſins by the energie of its working, 
in turning ſinners from the errour of their ways : In 
both regards Kaav4a TAyFs duaymor, When 
reprooks are imbittered with ſelf and paſhon 
(though for the matter they be true, and 'twere 
wiſdom-to accept them, yet) we frequently fee 
fuch reproofs prove ineffectual, and are with re- 
gret retorted upon the giver. Nay, ſometimes 
thoſe that are given in love find but flenderenter- 


tainment 5 as 18 Moſes his warning the Hebrew, 
who 
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who wrong'd his fellow : much leſs ſhall ſach be 
kindly accepted, wherein the pride, paſſion, oren- 
vy of the giver ſhall appear. Therefore it ſhould 
be our care, if we intend our giving warring to 
be effeCtual, therein to ſhew the reality of our af- 
fetion, and to evidence the truth, and ſimplict- 
ty of our love. Let it appear that what you ſay 
is out of love to the franſgreifors ſoul , to reco- 
ver him out of Sathan's ſnare : that 'tis becauſe 
you deſire his preſent and eternal good that you 
ſo entreat him: that your own concern is not fo 
much therein, but 'tis his own intereſt (the pro- 
motion whereof you defire, as your own) that is 
imbarqued. Endeavour to make it evident , that 
you pray for, deſire, and ſeek his good. The A- 


poltle charged the Theſalonians, as a father doth ,Thef 2.8,r, 


his children : and was affeF:onately deſirons of then. 


He travel d in birth again for the Galatians until Gal. 4.vg. 


Chriſt was formed in them. Io you ſhew the like 
tenderneſs of affection in your addrefles for the re- 
covery of tranſgreſſors. This is the moſt proba- 
ble way to win them. St. Paxl reminds the El- 
ders of the Church of Epheſus of his former courſe 
with them, while he was amongſt them ; that by 


the ſpace of three years, he ceaſed not to warn every gg ,, 1, 


one night and day with tears. His warnings were 
affectionate, and therefore 1n all probabiltty the 
more effeftual. He warz'd thoſe that ſtood, to 
take heed of ſtaggering 3 thoſe that ſtaggered, to 
beware of falling 3 the fallen he warn'd againſt 
diſobedience ; and the diſobedient of their dan- 
ger: and all this from deep affeQion : that he 
might 


® o_—— 
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might confirm thoſe that ſtood, ſtrengthen. thoſe 
that ſtaggered, recover the fallen, and reclaim the 
diſobedient. And the like Precept, according to 
his own pattern, he gives us, in reference to the 
management of our admonitions towards the #- 
ruly; not to deal with him as an enemy, from 
whom our affe&ions may be twin'd : but to ad- 
moniſh him as a brother, towards whom our affe- 
+ The.z.15. Aon 1s intended, - NsStrere Os. ad eApdy , Where 
we have, not only, the ſelf-ame word uſed with 
this in the Text; but the modus ntend? allo given 
us, viz. 4s. 4 brother : Arguing an -endearedneſs 
of affeFion to be expreiled in fach admoni- 
tions. 


Fifthly, It 1s to be done in meekreſs. Reproofs 

given in a ſpirit of weekneſs will encline the ear, 

Pſal.141.5, and be as ar excellent oyl, which ſhall not break, the 

head. Theſe will f&nk down into the heart, and 

lodge there : when warnings giver in Wrath, or 

heat of paſſion will recoil, finding no room of 

acceptance. The wiſe man tells us, that 4 ſoft 

Prov.25.15. tongue breaketh the bone. Oratio mollis, &c. as 

Placidum re- Mercer. A quiet and meek ſpeech will pierce a 

—_ ſtony heart. The flint is eaſily broken on a ſoft 

ſperitas, convi- pillow, and the parts Kept together : which will 

rum , F241: not abide a blow, when lying on a harder ſub- 
am, &c, Ge- ſta but Ali d th FP 

j Tus, nce, but flies away, and the parts are ſcattered. 

A bony hardneſs will yield toa ſoft tongue,when as 

Prov. 1s1, grievous words do but ſtir up anger. wr 110 tells 

us, that 1t is a great part of ſpiritual wiſdom, even 

that which is from above, to ſhew ont of a good 
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converſation our works with meekneſs : 
peaceableneſs with purity and a gentle frame with a 
pious diſpoſition: and that not only in accepting 
the word of-exhortation, as being eaſte to be en- 
treated; but in the giving of it too, as being void 
of bitter envying , and ſtrife in our hearts. If a 
man be overtaken in a fault, he is-to be reſtor'd in 
the ſpirit of meekreſs : Your addrefles for his re- 
covery are not to be rough and tart, for this in- 
ſtead of joynting-may break the bonez but they 
are to be ſweet-and gentle, and thus you may pmt 
him in joynt again. So the Apoſtle St. Pax! hints 
it in that expreſſion xareerizere Ty Toro a mwl- 
ueTi Tegirwros, Gal.6.t. And ſhewing the qualiti- 
cations, and duty of teachers in reference to the 
unruly, and thoſe that oppoſe themſelves ; his di- 
retion is expreſs, that in meekrneſs they are to-in- 
ftruF# thoſe that oppoſe themſelves z as if meekneſs 
fitted inftru@ion for its end : and that the ſervant 
of the Lord mult be gentle unto all men , apt to 
teach; as if the main part of an aptitude to teach 
did lye' in a gentle frame of ſpirit, and this is tobe 
ſhewn to a} men, whether friends or others ; re- 
lations, or thoſe at a further diſtancez allare gen- 
tly to be treated. Such is the excellency of a 
meek and quiet ſpirit, that it is not only an ornament 
to thoſe that 'have-it, and in the ſight of God of 
great price : but beneficial to oppoſers who are 
treated with it, as a means .by which God gives 
them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth, 
2. Tim. 2.24,25, 


Sxcthly, 
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l Pet.3.4. 
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Sixthly, Without partiality. Warning 1s inpare 

tially to be given, none are to be (pared. It was 

Levi's ſignal commendation 1n the blething where- 

with Moſes blefled him before his death, Dext. 33. 

9. that his zeal was ſuch, and (ſo ſincere for God, 

that in the cauſe of God, he made no difference 

between {trangers, and the nearelt of his relations, 

"MP Who ſaid unto his father , and to his mother, 1 
have not ſeen him , neither did he acknowledge his 

Referum boe brethren, nor knew his own children. Herein pro- 
4: jatumilud bably alluding to that zeal, which Lew "Lana in 
Exod.32, 74; that holy and- impartial revenge, they took for 
dixie Meſes , God, Upon the guilty : Exo4d.32.27. For ſo di- 
> Jwlfs verſe gloſs upon it. Now that which 1s the chief 
£t Levite ress part of Levi's praile 1s his 7zepartiality. And as this 
— 1s excellent in the execution of juſtice (which if 
m,-interfe= *Owere otherwiſe, *twould be unjuſt: ) ſon out 
cerwnt, Mc- piving warning of thoſe evils, againſt which vin- 
noch. Plez- dictive juſtice has threatned to-go out, to be impar- 
tial, hath both its proper praiſe and benefit. We 

are-not to rebuke for ſome lins only, and letothers 

ſcot-freez to meet with greater, and give a 

pardor: of courſe for leſs : as if all fin were not a+ 

gain(t a great and infinite God, and the breach of 

a-moſt juſt and holy Law. Tis true, groſs enor- 

mities, being of greater ſcandal, are more preju- 

dicial to Church and State: and 'tis as true that 

lefſer evils are running down the channel towards 

that black Ocean, and therefore are to be ſtopp'd 

in the beginning 3 for otherwiſe, if indulged , 


they will prove of as, bad a conſequence in the 
iſſue: 
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iſſue: in asmuch as all (in, yea the leaſt, aims at 
the highelt in its kind, 

And for perſons in our giving warning none 
are to be ſpared. In this reſpect we are to know 


no man after the fleſh. The wiſdom that's from 4- 2 Cor.s.16, 
bove, the Apoſtle tells us, is without pertiality. To paw. 19. 


warn the poor and ſpare the rich : -fpeak home to 
our enemy, and connive at our friend : to look 
narrowly upon ſtrangers, and paſs by relations - 


as it would beſpeak us (unlike God) reſpe@ers of A& 10.34. 
per/9z34 fo it would make us become ſharers in | pce.c.-- 


their ſin. The grandeur of the- perſon is fo far 
from leſlening his offence, that it is a grand aggra- 
vation of it, and makes his ſin the more Gafal be. 
cauſe a ſpreading evil, and therefore he is to be 
warucd, The great man-upon whom our preſent 
dependance is, and 'tmay be, ſome fufhre hopes 
too , he is not to be indulged in his evil way 5 
but the nearer we are to him, the more home 
we are to treat him; and 'tis our Chriſtian 
prudence, as well as duty, to improve the ad- 
vantage of our intimacy with him, to eſtrange 
him from his fin : otherwiſe the preſent depen- 
dance holds but by a band of wickedneſs, and the 
future hopes will fail. Thus neither fear nor fa- 
vour; friend{hipnor alliance; preſent advantage 
nor future hopes ſhould be any block i'th' way 
to hinder the impartial diſcharge of this duty , 
here given in charge,viz.the warning the unruly. And 
this is the firſt part of the duty, as more particu- 
larly enjoyn'd. 


F But 
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But ſecondly,If this particular friendly way of ad- 
monition be rejected,and perſons perliſt in their #- 
rulineſs, whar then is to be done? 


Fudicabit ſpiritualis & tos, qui Anſw. Then they are ſharply to 


Schiſma operanivr , qui propter mo- h 4 
RE araftibe canſas, magnum & be rebuked; and more openly 


glorioſum corpus Chrifti conſcindunt , to be dealt withal. Tf thy broe 
& dividunt , vere liquantes culicem, ;þo, treſpaſs agai uſt thee ( ſaith our 


—— rw firſt go, and tell him his 


lib, 4 C- 62. 


Mat. 18.16. 


Job 34-37 
x Sam, 15. 23» 


Prov.28.14. 
and 29.1. 


8 Cor.5.11- 


Jade 23, 


| fault between thee and bim alone; 
if be ſhall hear thee , thou haſt gained thy brother, 
But if he will not hear thee, then nextly take with 
thee one or two more, and go unto him. And here 
thou mayſt deal more ſharply with him ; and thy 
rebukes are to be enforced with pron weight, 
as witneſſed endeſtabliſhed. Here he is to be told 
that he adils ſz to fir, even rebellion unto his fin : 
and that rebellion is es the ſin of witchcraft 5 and 
ſtubboruneſs is as iniquity and idolatry, Tell him 
that he that hardeneth bis heart ſhell fall into miſ+ 
chief « and who ie ſtiffneth his neck againſt re. 
proof, ſbal ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without 
remedy, If ſoft words will not break the bone, 
let the terrour of the Lord affright bim: and as 
knowing the terrour of the Lord do you perſwade 
wer, Such are to bedealt within all ſpeed and 
earneftneſs , as being upon the brink of deadly 
ruine, and ypon whom the flames of the ever- 
hſting burnings ſeem ready to take hold : and 
wins bo they are to be faved with fear, pulling 
them out of the fire, Here the danger and dread- 
ful effects of f1n are to be diſcourſed, and applyed 
home 
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home to them. And 'tis to be prefs'd upon their 
thoughts, how ſia through its deceitfulneſs will 


harden the heart ;, and ſear the conſcience and de- Heb.z.rz, 

liver over unto 4 reprobate mind, And they are * Tim. 4.2, 
to be told, that they are even upon the borders Rom. 1.28. 

of ſuch a wretched condition , and ready to fall 2 Tim.2.26. 


into the devils ſnare, to be led captive by him at 


his will. Thus according to the rule St. Paul T1413 


gives to Titus, they are ſharply to be rebuked. 'avo+ 
Tits tAtYxt, was the rule for ſuch to Titzs. Our 
reproofs in this caſe they are to be (as Beze hints 
it) cutting, ſo as to divide between their hearts 
and luſts, and to cure their ſouls by cutting off 
their ſin. The Authoriy and Majelty ofthe Word 
of Chriſt as Divine is here to be ſhewed , and 
therefore they are to be rebuked wrt milan im 


T&YWs , as St. Paul direts, And becauſe this ſe- Tit-2.15. 


cond addreſs is more ſharpe, and to be more ſo- 
lemn than the firſt, and in that it will iflue to the 
diſcovery of a more broken, or otherwiſe refra- 
Qary frame of ſpirit ; therefore the rule of our 
Saviour is, take with thee one or two more, that in 
the mouth of two or three witneſſes, every word may 
be eſtabliſhed, Mat.18.16, 


But thirdly, what if this ſecond ſharp and (e- 
rious warning be withſtood , and the offenders 
brow be brazed againſt it , what then is to be 
done? Anſw. Our Saviour gives the rule Ein 
TH CxuMdix, tell it to the Church, Mat. 18.17. Let 
the Church be acquainted that there is an »xruly 
member that will take no warning, neither be re- 

F 2 claimed 
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claimed from his #nralineſs: that private monitions 
have been given, and means uſed, with the con- 
eurrent- witneſs and atteſtation of. fitends and 
brethren for the orderly reduction of ſuch a per- 
ſon, but all has proved ineffe{tual, and to no 
purpble : and therefore the way now is to try 
what. the ſolemn admonition of the Church in 
this reſpe& can .do. He that will fleep out the 
tnendly advice of one ingle. brother , or more 
coming to. him , will perhaps awake and rouſe 
up himſelf under the Churches admonition. The. 
Authority of the Church aad power by Chriſt 
committed to. it, will ſpirit with energy the ad- 
monition, and ſtrike-an awe into the offenders 
heart. Surely, if there be left in him any ſparks 
of reverence towards God, regard of man, or re- 
- ſpe to his own. ſoul, when the Churches warning 
is __ his ear will open , his heart will break, 
2Cor,q,10, and godly ſorrow , mbich worketh repentance to 
ſalvation not' to be repented of , will enſue and 
follow. 


4+ Fourthly , But what if the Churches warsx- 

Wa. 48,4 Ing prove ineffectual, and the zeck of the 

unruly through obſtinacy become an ror ſinew, 

what's hon to be done to ſuch contumaci- 

#verſandus et Qus perſons 2 Arfw, Such, as putrid gangren'd, 
ralis a195 f92i- members; :are to be cut oft, We ſay 


indus quiſquis 
fuerit ab Eccle= 


- FRO iImmedicabile uulnus 
_ OO Enfe recidendum eſt. 
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They are to be ſcpgrated from the Communion 
of Gods people , and'from' the enjoyment of his 
Ordinances. And as not fit to be reckoned with- 
in, they are to be caſt out of the Church of 
God; accounted unworthy the focicty of the 
Faithful, This is the Rule given by our Saviour 
in, ſuch a caſe, Tell it (C faith he ) to the Church : 
but if be neglet? to hear the Church, let hin be un- 
to thee as a heathen man, and 4 Publican. Hence 
the rule left by the Apoltle St. Par is,to rej an 
heretick, after the firſt and ſecond admonition z and 
to withdraw from him that walketh diſorderly : and 
to mote that man that obeys not the word of Chriſt, 
and to have no company with him. Now all this 
is but to warn ſuch unruly ones, and thereby to- pag» 
vent their eternal ruin, They are c1ſt out of the 
Church, -ro ſhame them out of themſelves3 and 
cut off from the Communion of the Faithful, to 
break their fellowſhip with their ſin: rote that max 
(faith the Apoltle ) and have no company with 
him, that he may be aſhamed. So that the higheſt 
of Church cenſurcs is but a warning-ſentence, the 
great defign whereof is to do the perſon good, by 
taking away his evil : and ſo to fave the ſoul, by 
killing of its fin. The Apoſtle gives it fully in a 
few words, ſaying, that ſuch a one is deliver'd to 
Satan for the deſiru@ion of the fleſh, that the ſpi- 


- rit may be ſaved in the day of the Lord Jeſus , 


x Cor.5.5. 


Now all theſe are but as ſo many ſeveral ways 


of warning in order to the performance of that 
duty, 
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Tit. 3 10. 
2 Theſl. 3.6. 


2 Theſſ.3.14. 
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duty which is incumbent onns in reference to the 
anruly, And thus I have done with the latter 
part, viz. the duty enjoyned, and the manner of 
tie performance of it. 


Now for a cloſe, ina word; My Bre- 
thren,. hence we lee what our duty is 
as touching the warzing of the unruly : 
in the faithful diſcharge whereof we et- 
ther ſave a ſoul from death, or leave the 
blood of the wicked upon his own head : 
however we deliver our own ſouls. But 
ifrhere be a remiſſne(s or negle& on our 
parts in the due performance of whats 
here enjoyned, the wicked man may dye in 
bis iniquity, but his blood will be required 
at our hand. The ſacrifice that the Prieſt 
was to offer under the Law was ( you 
know ) greater than that e Kings, 
yea, as great as that of the Whole con- 
gregation, for all their fins : to ſhew not 
only the horrible aggravation of their fins 
as Miniſters ; but the great charge that 
was rolled upon them in reference to the 
defaults of others, which by ſeveral ways 
might become their own. And this was 

it 
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it made Chryſoft om on Heb. 13. 7 wonder 
how any 1n that gh could be ſaved : bur 
that which ſeems impoſſible with man, 15 
poſſible with God. 

Now if there be any perſons here of 
what Calling or Rank foever, upon whom 
the former charge of #xrulineſs does in 
any wiſe take hold, and whoſe conſciences 
bring home the guilt thereot upon them- 
ſelves : Ler my exhortation (l pray) be 
accepted with them. That they would 
bue conſider the excellency of the 
Churches peace and order, with the in- 
tereſt and welfare of the Nation ; and 
how much a lawleſs, rulele(s, diſorderly, 
ſelfiſh frame, and courle is adverſe to 
both : That what Chrift has eſtabliſhed 
and ordered it his Church (viz. peace and 
unity) they by ſuch irregular praGtices are 


endeavouring to ſubvert and overthrow. 


4t 


Let ſuch now ſay, If I have done iniqui- job 34.32. 


ty, I will do ze more Let them ſhew 
themſelves men, by tubjeQting all ſelfiſh 
humours to the diQates of that more 
high and noble principle of an en» 

lightencd 


PTL 


T[4.5.20, 


Plal.32.9, 


Ia.46.8. 
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lightened judgement; and no longer hold 
the ruth in unrighteouſneſs, Oh that 
Lions intereſt were engraven upon theic 
hearts, and the means for the righe pur- 
ſuance of that intereſt were underſtood, 
and in their'eyes. Let all ſuch now come 
out of the confuſed night-walks of their 
own faticies, into the clear light and li- 
berry of the day : and no longer pur 
darkneſs for lioht, and light for darkneſs + 
and let this be freely'done from a Princi- 
ple of Chriſtian ingenuity too. Hear the 
counſel of the Pſalmiſt, Be ye not as the 
horſe, or ag the mule, which hawe no un- 
derflanding : whoſe mouth muſt be beld in 
with bit and bridle. Let the fredom 
of an ingenuous ſpirit from humble Chri- 
ſtian Principles ſo auate your ſouls, as 
preventingly to ſuſpend the execution of 
all coercive power. Remember this and 
ſhew your ſelves men : bring it again to 
mind, O ye tranſgreſſors. And beſides 
the evil conſequences of a ruleleſs rem- 
per as ilfſuing to yaur ſelves ; let the con- 


fideration of the great prejudices done 
there- 


jl 


A Warning-piece for the Unruly. 


thereby: to' the Church, and the advan- 
rage thence given 'to the common-adyer- 
fary, either to turn Atheiſt, or to'perſiſt 
1a his falſe opinion , be as ſo many ſpurs to - 
quicken your thoughts to a due debate a- 
| The Churches /4nity 
ſhould be- no leſs dear' unto: us: than: its 

eace and order , now unrulineſs ſtrikes at 
both : and if theſe be diſturb'd or bro- 
ken, though its erzty will ſtill remain {for 
the Church of: the living God is the pillar « tim.3.1s. 
and groundof truth) yer the Juſtre there« 
of will be exceedingly fſullied and de- 
faced: and fo truth comes to be a ſufferer 
through your breach of. order. . Oh, that 
thoſe who are unwilling to. come as yer 
within the Churches rule, would but 
throughly conſider of theſe things. We 
ought to endeavour #9 keep the unity of ephel.4.z, 
the ſpirit in the bond of peace : but while 
one is of Paul, another of Apollo, another 
of Cephas, what peace or order can there 
be expected? And if. peace be once ſha: 


bout 


ken, unity will not be laſting. 


your Way. 


St. Att» 


ftin has long {ince expreſs d his thoughts 


C3 


CON = 


1 Cor 1.12, 
and 2.4. 
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Aug. de Bapt. 


lib.3. Cap, LF, 


A VVarning-piece for the Unruly. 


concerning thoſe, who prize not the 
Churches unity ; Non habent Det cha- 
ritatem (ſaith he ) qui Ecclefie non dili- 
gunt unitatem. Therefore in a word, as 
you tender the Churches peace and uni- 
ry, which ts exceedingly imfluential to 
your own, and the happine(s of a Nati- 
on, let me prevail with you to accept 
the word of exhortation given : and 
fubmit your ſelves to. the good Rule, 
wholeſome Laws, and decent order of 
the Church eftabliſhed. For certainly 
next to truth of DoGrine, purity of 
worſhip, and holineſs of life , there's no- 
thing more necellary for the promotion 
of Gods honour, and mens ſalvation, for 
preventing all Atheiftical prejndices a- 
gainſt Religion , and departures to a 
common Adverlary , for ſtrengrhning che 
intereſts of all both governours and go- 
verned tm the Charch, than the wity and 
order thereof is. Which that all 200d 
Chriſttans may have it upon thetr hearts 
eo purſue, ſhould and ought to be the 


prayer of us all. Now unto him that is 
able- 


* A Warning-piece for the Unruly. 
able to eftabliſh us in the faith, and to 
keep us from falling , and to preſent us 
faultleſs before the preſence of his glory 
with exceeding joy : to the only wiſe God 
our Saviour, be glory and MajeSly, dominion 
and power now and ever. Amen. 


45 


Books printed for and ſold by William 


Cademan. 


Larks Examples two Vol: fol. 

The Proteſtant Religion is a ſure 
foundation, by Charles Earl of Derby, Lord 
of Man and the Iſles. 

Sandys Travels, fol. 

Sherleys Philoſophical Efſay, 8* 
Gulielmi Ferrarii de Bello Batawico, 8? 
Dr. Cozens Devotions, 12* 

V Veftminſter Quibles 12® 


PLATES. 


ual. © - 
| Cambyſes, King of Perſea. 
iſland Princeſs, 
Town Shifts. 
Tuliana. 


Flora's 


Ri GTO 


Books ſol#by William Cademan. 
Flora's Vagaries. 

Marcellia. 

Duywb Lady. 

Rehearſal. 

Imperial. 

Citizen turn'd Gentleman. 

Catalins Conſpiracy. 

Fatal Jealouſfie. 

Morning Ramble, he. 


— —_ — —  ——_——_—. a. 
_— 


